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ones. Britannia, organ of the ex-militant suffragettes, and the
Globe, a powerful London evening paper, were both suppressed
for an hysterical campaign charging the Government with
being in league with the Germans. The latter paper stated (in
September 1916) that Lord Kitchener had resigned in disgust;
it was allowed to reappear after a fortnight; but its circulation
was ruined and it soon expired, a warning to all inclined to
insubordination.
Many of the devices of the age of Sidmouth and Castlereagh
had already been revived. Democrats suspected that the only
remaining step had been taken when on March 7, 1917, The
Times reported that a middle-aged pacifist lady in Derby, Mrs.
Wheeldon, with her two daughters, Hetty Wheeldon and Mrs.
Mason, and her son-in-law Arthur Mason (a chemist), had
been put on trial on a charge based on a government agent's
evidence of conspiring to murder Lloyd George and Arthur
Henderson by pricking them somehow with a needle dipped in
a rare South American poison. This story did not seem prepos-
terous to a nation which was prepared to credit the insanities
of the "Black Book" case, though the only independent evidence
consisted of letter from Mason to Mrs. Wheeldon enclosing
certain poisons. These were intended, the defence insisted, to
kill dogs guarding a concentration camp in which were
imprisoned conscientious objectors whom Mrs. Wheeldon
wished to help to escape, a plan suggested to her by Alex
Gordon, a government agent posing as a "C.O." This
man, originally sent down to Derby by his superior, H.
J. W. Booth, had called Booth in and introduced him as
"Comrade Bert" of the I.W.W., a C.O. "on the run." The
two, according to the defence, had formed this plan with
the Wheeldon and Mason family; their own version (or
that of one, for Gordon did not appear in court) was that
they were horrified spectators at the concoction of a complex
plot to blow or throw needles poisoned with curare at
Messrs. George and Henderson. The jury believed them:
Mrs. Wheeldon and Mr. and Mrs. Mason were sentenced to
ten, seven and five years in prison respectively, Hetty Wheel-
don being acquitted.
The end of 1917 and beginning of 1918 saw the loss of